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HEALING THE SICK - 


As we approach the first anniversary of the opening of the new Louise Obici Memorial Hospital, we thought it appropriate to 
look back on the history of hospitals and medicine in Suffolk and Nansemond County. | 


ntil the late nineteenth century hospitals, it seems, 

were a part of war rather of peace, as early health 

care was so frequently attended to at home. Herbs, 
poultices and the like were often the only treatment available. 
Surgery was rare and an even more extreme measure than it 
is today. If one’s circumstances of wealth and location 
permitted a physician’s care, his remedies were quite limited as 
well. 

According to Blanton’s Medicine in Virginia in the Eigh- 
teenth Century, one of the earliest Revolutionary War hospitals 
was in Suffolk with Dr. Alexander Skinner in charge. The 
accounts of the Public Store in Williamsburg show that 62 yards 
of oznabrig (material for bandages, perhaps?) were delivered 
to Dr. Skinner at Suffolk. The State Auditor’s accounts for that 


year include “cash paid Alexander Skinner furnishedthepublic ~~~ a RIAD I: 
hospital.” This nineteenth-century print entitled “The Doctor” depicts the 


In the same book named above the author lists. under robust physician preparing to depart upon his waiting horse 
‘ while his doleful patient anticipates the prescribed remedy to be 


“Tidewater P hysicians”, Dr. Samuel Brown in Nansemond administered by her nurse. MILLER COLLECTION. 
County in 1711 and Dr. Anthony Stafford in 1738. 

During the War Between the States numerous makeshift hospitals were set up, no doubt, especially in churches. One of 
them was the old Methodist Church (now the Main Street Apartments) and another was across the street in the home of Mrs. 
A. S. Darden. The map of Suffolk drawn by Capt. E. A. Curtis during the Union occupation shows a hospital on the South 
Quay Road - now West Washington Street and another in the present Hall Place area. A list of surgeons of the Confederate 
Army names Thomas K. Dashiell of Suffolk. He was an assistant surgeon attached to the volunteer service. His assignment 
was Norfolk, Fanner’s Crossroads. ? , 

In the late nineteenth century and, perhaps, the early twentieth century, the Constantia plantation house (on the hill now 
known as Cedar Hill) was used as a pest house. Abandoned for more modern quarters and set apart from town, it was a likely 
place to send patients with contagious diseases. 

Most people, however, were cared for athome. An older citizen has told of dirt being put on the brick or cobblestone streets 
to quiet the sounds of traffic near the home of a gravely ill person. As for births, Baby Boomers were probably the first 
generation to be born in hospitals more often than at home. 

By the beginning of the twentieth century, though, there was growing interest in having a community hospital in Suffolk. 
Two hospitals would soon be built to answer that need. 





Thanks to Jean Walker & Kermit Hobbs 


‘Medicine in Virginia in the Eighteenth Century by Dr. William Blanton 1931. 
* Surgery and Surgeons in Virginia 1607-1995 by Drs. W. Levi Old and Clairborne W. Fitchett 1997. 


SNHS EXHIBIT 


Now through June visit Riddick’s Folly to view our exhibit entitled “The Quiet Regiment: Those Who Stayed 
Behind”. This is loosely based on the SNHS publication, The Quiet Regiment, about civilians in Suffolk during the war. 
Riddick’s Folly is now open on Saturdays! The number there is 934-1390 if you have questions. 





LAKEVIEW HOSPITAL 


A mass meeting was held in 1905 at the First Baptist 
Church. The purpose of the meeting was to try to find a way 
to build a community hospital. No way was found that night 
to raise the necessary funds. The next day, Drs. E. R. Hart 
and J. E. Rawls met and decided to build a hospital themselves. 


The spot that they chose pmeey pyrene weeeeesmeeer 


for the hospital was far from 
the center of town out in the 77 
West End. There wasonlyone _ 
house anywhere nearby. The | | 
hospital wasreferredtoas“the [2% a 
hospital inthe field.”? Thiswas, {| = 
of course, the day of the horse i 
and buggy. People intown were 
accustomed to walking where 
they needed to go. The dis- 
tance from town was a little 
surprising. 

The first building wasa large 
wood frame structure on two lots on Bosley Avenue. It had 
twelve rooms for patients, one operating room, a dining room, 
a kitchen and a sun parlor. The hospital opened on May 1, 
1906. 

Dr. David Lemuel Harrell was the next to join the group 
when he came to Suffolk in 1906. In 1911 Dr. Hart left and, 
with another, started St. Andrews Hospital, later known as the 
Virginia Hospital. Dr. David Rawls bought Dr. Hart’s interest 
in Lakeview. In 1916 Dr. W. R. Parker and O. R. Yates joined 
the staff. They were called away by World War I. Dr. Parker 
returned to Lakeview after the war and Dr. Yates went to the 
Virginia Hospital. (How often have I heard Suffolk mothers 
rave about Dr. Yates?!) Dr. J. Lewis Rawls joined the staff 
in 1925. 





Lakeview as it grew. Thanks to Tommy O’Conner 


Over the years more lots were bought until Lakeview 
owned the whole block of Bosley Avenue between Gittings 
and Smith Streets. The size of the hospital doubled. In 1917, 
a brick annex was built for examining rooms, x-ray rooms, 
laboratories, and staff offices. 

A school of nursing was added in 1918 and a nursing 
students’ residence was built. The school closed during the 
Depression but reopened on D-Day in 1944. Miss Mary 





This postcard shows Lakeview in the first decade of the twentieth 
century. Thanks to Tommy O’Connor 


Louise Habel (cousin of Dr. Habel) was named Director of 
the School of Nursing. Ann Bradshaw Roundtree took a job 
on the Lakeview office staff in 1942 and worked at Lakeview 
Hospital, then later the clinic, for 48 years. She said that Miss 
Habel had many rules and was very strict but she “turned out 
? . top grade nurses”. 
The nursing students lived 
in the residence on campus. 
=. The female medical staff - 
=~ nurses and technicians - who 
#2) didn’t live nearby with their 
* parents lived on the top floorof 
_ the hospital. The dining room 
; was for the doctors, nurses 
and other staff who all ate 
together. Edith Freeman 
Seiling was a medical tech- 
nologist who lived on campus. 
She, like Ann Roundtree, talks 
of the closeness of the Lakeview “family”. She says that the 
food they all shared in the dining room was wonderful. 

Dr. J. Roland Ellison interned at Lakeview from 1927 to 
1929 and he returned in 1930 as a permanent member of the 
staff. In 1937 Dr. Holmes Chapman joined the staff. 

Tragedy struck the Lakeview 
family in 1938 when one of the 
Lakeview founders, Dr. J. E. Rawls, 
died in a car accident. Perhaps he 
fell asleep at the wheel as he had so 
often fallen asleep in his buggy 
leaving the horse responsible for 
taking him home. At Dr. Rawls’ 
death Dr. W. J. (Will) Gay became 
president and chief of staff. 

Another tragedy struck 
Lakeview the next year. On Sep- 
tember 5, 1939, Dr. J. Lewis Rawls 
died when the car in which he was 
riding plunged off the Broad Street 
Bridge. Superintendent of Schools 
John Epps Martin lost his life in the 
same accident so it was a double 
loss for the community. 

The hospital grounds were a 
pretty spot in the neighborhood ac- 
cording to Jane Harris Gatling who 
lives in the house she grew up in at 
123 Causey Avenue. She said the 
hospital had a beautiful green lawn 
where children flew kites. The 
place was surrounded by umbrella 
trees that children liked to climb. 
The hospital served people from 
the surrounding rural area. Mrs. 
Gatling recalls that folks from the 





Dr. J. E. Rawls Thanks 
to his granddaughter Sue 
Parker Benton 





Dr. J. Lewis Rawls 
Thanks to Rebecca 
Rawls Habel, Dr. 
Rawls’ granddaughter 
who married Dr. 
Habel’s son. 





county who had family in the 
hospital would bring lunch and 
sit on benches under the trees 
to eat. Fast food was unheard 
of and a trip to town was too 
big a deal for a short visit. 
Mrs. Gatling also remem- 
bered that the operating room 
was on the rear of the building 
with several large windows. 
Blazing lights from those win- 
dows at night indicated that 
someone had been rushed to 
surgery. 

Most of the early 
Lakeview doctors lived 
nearby. Dr. J. E. Rawls lived at 204 S. Broad Street and Dr. 
J. Lewis Rawls lived on Maryland Avenue. Dr. David Rawls 
lived at 112 S. Broad Street. Dr. D. L. Harrell lived at the 
corner of W. Washington and S. Broad Streets. Dr. Will Gay 
lived at 212 Bosley Avenue for awhile. Dr. Ellison had been 
reared at 108 Linden Avenue. 

In 1940 Dr. James Habel came to fill Dr. J. Lewis Rawls’ 
position in Obstetrics. In 1948 Dr. William Rogers, Dr. J. E. 
Rawls, Jr., and Dr. David Corcoran joined Lakeview. 1950 
brought Drs. Charles Rawls and Maurice Bray. The list is still 


A third tragedy occurred in 
1957 when Dr. Roland 
Ellison, an avid sportsman 
drowned in Lake Drummond. 
Thanks to Jack Ellison 





growing even today but because of the change that occurred 
in 1951, we'll stop our list here. 

Lakeview Hospital served Suffolk anda large surrounding 
area until September of 1951 when Louise Obici Memorial 
Hospital opened. The doctors, nurses, nursing students and 
patients went - for the most part - to the new hospital. The old 
Lakeview building remained for a few years. A bit of the 
circular drive can be seen in front of duplex apartments that 
were built around much of the block. The nursing students’ 
residence became a nursing home for awhile. It was finally 
demolished in the 1970’s. 

The Lakeview Hospital building was used as offices for the 
Lakeview doctors until 1956 when Lakeview Clinic was 
constructed. Z. Turner was contractor for the new building on 
Gittings Street. 

This building with some later additions served the Lakeview 
doctors until the new Lakeview Clinic opened in 1989 and 
Meade Parkway off Rte. 460. Many doctors have come and 
gone over the years. Lakeview now has additional offices in 
Franklin and Churchland as well as some other locations 
(where their facilities are smaller). The name Lakeview 
continues, however, to be synonymous with health care in 
Suffolk. 


Thanks to Ann Roundree, Edith Seiling, Jane Gatling, Billy Wyatt, James 
Hable, III, Daphne Chapman and Anna Goode Turner 





THE VIRGINIA HOSPITAL 


The second modern day hospital in Suffolk was St. Andrews 
Hospital. It was built in 1911 by Drs. E. R. Hart and Frank J. 
Morrison on Clay Street. The hospital was “small in size but 
equipped with every modern convenience for all kinds of 
operations” according to the special edition of The Suffolk 
News Herald_ of October 1942. 

The hospital was reorganized in 1917 and likely it was at 
that time that the name was changed to the Virginia Hospital. 
After World War I Dr. O. R. Yates, who had previously been 
at Lakeview, joined the Virginia Hospital Staff. In 1942 Dr. 
Yates was president and Dr. Morrison was treasurer of the 
hospital. Over time Dr. William Gibson joined the staff, as did 
Dr. Edward Joyner. 

The Virginia Hospital was operated as a private hospital 
and had a small nursing staff. Mrs. Elizabeth Holland was 
superintendent of nurses for many years. Miss Mildred Potter 
(Andrews) was a medical technologist there for a while. 

Apparently, the hospital remained open until September of 
1951 when Louise Obici Memorial Hospital opened. This fact 
is undocumented. We interviewed numerous sources before 
Miss Anna Goode Turner was able to tell us that she believed 
that the first two patients at Obici Hospital were a mother and 
newborn child, the only two patients on the last day of the 
Virginia Hospital. One other source said that struck a chord of 
memory with him as well. 


After the hospital closed, Dr. Archie Garnett Smither, an 
opthamologist, purchased the building and moved his offices 
there. He owned the building until 1961. 

It was then purchased by a new owner who used it as a 
hotel/rooming house. The Nurney family, long-time Clay 
Street residents, soon purchased the building. The old place 
now attracted an element that was “not particularly uplifting” 
to the neighbors and it was demolished. A parking lot now 
covers the spot where many Suffolkians first saw the light of 
day. 

Thanks to Ravis Carter, Morrison Smither, Mildred Andrews, Jack 
Nurney, Anna Goode Turner and Margaret Dashiell. 


St. Andrews Hospital, Suffolk, Va. = 





COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 


During the 1940’s a third hospital existed in Suffolk. 
Dr. William Marion Hofler opened Community Hospi- 
talin 1943. The building was a frame house on Madison 
Avenue. There were not many beds but it offered more 
care for the African American community than had 
previously been available. 

Mrs. Katie Bass, a registered nurse trained at the 
Medical College of Virginia, was the head nurse and 
she trained other women who wanted to work at the 
hospital. Other members of the medical community 
were called in to teach special classes as well. 

Dr. Oswald Hofler of Norfolk, son of the hospital’s 
founder, came to Community Hospital to perform 
surgery. Another son, William Hofler, Jr., was a medi- 
cal doctor who worked at the facility as well. Drs. L. 
T. and Margaret Reid worked there until in the late 
1940’s. 

The first baby born in the hospital was a girl born in 
June of 1943. Little Joyce Lamb was the child of Dr. 
and Mrs. D. W. Lamb. Dr. Lamb was the minister of 
Metropolitan Baptist Church. The second child, Ross 
Boone, was born in July of that same year. 

By the end of the 1940’s, Community Hospital was 
struggling financially because many patients were 
unable to pay for their hospital care. Perhaps it was in 
1949 or 1950 that Community Hospital closed its doors. 
Its patients then went to Lakeview Hospital until Louise 
Obici Hospital opened in September of 1951. 

Nurse Bass was asked to go to Obici Hospital when 
it opened. She was there for 29 years as a nursing 
supervisor. Dr. George Carroll who had been at Obici 
for more than fifty years called her “one of our top 
nurses”. 

The East End community had realized the need for 
amore modern medical facility 
before Obici Hospital opened. 
To that end, money had been 
raised and land had been pur- 
chased on the Norfolk Road 
(East Washington Street). Af- 
ter Obici opened, the land on E. 
Washington Street was sold 
and Hofler-Riddick Village was 
built on the site. The village is 
named for Dr. William Marion 


Samuel Cohoon 


Crawley Finney 
Robert H. Fisher 


Thomas Wood Borland 
Richard Henry Bradford 
George Washington Briggs 
James Samuel Browne 


Thomas K. Dashiell 





= It is our custom to mark the passing of former Historical Society 


officers. 
Thomas J. O’Conner, Jr. 
SUFFOLK - Thomas J. O’Conner, Jr., 77, of Oak Island, died Jan_ 
27, 2003. In 1979 Mr. O’Conner founded and became president of 
O’Conner & Company, Inc. He was born in Presque Isle, Maine, but 
he spent most of his early life in Wayland, N.Y. He was the son of 
the late Thomas J. and Ella T. O’ Conner. 

Survivors include his wife, Alice H. O’ Conner; daughter, Jane O. 
Smith; son, Thomas J. O’Conner III all of Suffolk; sister, Teresa O- 
Salzler of Dublin, Ohio; grandchildren, Laura T. Smith, Sarah T_ 
Smith, Sadie O’Conner and Thomas J. O’Conner IV: 
stepgranddaughter, Annie E. Smith; and several nieces and neph- 
ews. 

Mr. O’Conner was an active member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Suffolk. He graduated from Cornell University in Ithaca. 
N.Y. and served in the 86" Infantry, Blackhawk Division during 
World War II. He served in both the European and Pacific Theaters 
of action and received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. In addition. 
he served as chairman of the National Peanut Council, the National 
Peanut Brokers’ Association and the Virginia-Carolina Peanut As- 
sociation. He formerly servedas vice-chairman of the Obici Hospital’s 
Board of Directors and on the Advisory Board of Directors of the 
First Virginia Bank. 

He was a charter member and past president of the Suffolk- 
Nansemond Historical Society, a past president of the Suffolk Lions 
Club and served as chairman of the Board of Directors of Morgan 
Memorial Library. Formerly, Mr. O’Conner served as chairman ofthe 
Suffolk-Nansemond Chamber of Commerce, as board memberofthe 
American Red Cross and the Salvation Army. He was a member of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Jolly Boys. 

Our condolences to the O’Connor family. We join them in 
mourning the loss of a very fine man. 


<— 


A List of Doctors in Suffolk and Nansemond County 


c. 1770-1850 
(b. pre 1786 - d. 1830/31) 
(in Suffolk as early as 1799, left Suffok 1816) 


(1816-1874) 


(1798 - d. 1856) Father of the Finney sisters of school fame. 
(1765 - 1815) 


Hofler and Moses Riddick. Lemuel Carr Holland ¢ 813 - 1 876) 
John Murdaugh (1780 - 1830) 
Rios MRE ee ee (be. 1794 in Southampton County) 
Richards, Nase Rake Ross Dr William Sumner Riddick (1796 - 1848) 
George Carroll and Jerry Powell William Shepard (1786 - 1860) 
Arthur Richardson Smith — (b. 1805 in Suffolk - d. 1865 in Catonsville, Md.) 
Robert Henning Webb (17955 - 1866) 


This information from Suffolk in Virginia - A Record of Lots, Lives, and Likenesses By Fillmore Norfleet 





THE SUFFOLK CENTER FOR CULTURALARTS 


(RIDE BY THE OLD SCHOOL TO SEE THE NEW BANNER.) 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts Foundation 


P. O. Box 147 + Suffolk, Virginia 23439-0147 
(757) 923-0003 * www.suffolkhigh.org 

Can you name these young men from the Suffolk High pram am cress 

School football team in 1947? See back cover for answers. —_— 
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Coaches Co-Captains 


SUFFOLK COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS 


Crape Myrtle Project 
Would you like to beautify the highway and byways around Suffolk? Are you looking fora special gift to honor or remember 
someone dear to you? Consider donating a tree. The cost per tree is $14.00 to $18.00. To participate, write to: 
Debbie Williams Chappell 
3716 Arcanum Lane 
Suffolk, VA 23434 
5 





LOUISE nana er HOSPITAL 


Amedeo Obici, the Italian immigrant 
who found his fortune in America 
with the peanut, died in 
1947. This man of 
small physical 
stature became a 
giant in the 
world of busi- 
ness as founder 
of Planters Nut 
and Chocolate 
Company. Dur- 
inghislifetimehe “| 
made substantial con- 
tributions toa hospital fund 
as a memorial to his wife, 
Louise, who predeceased him 
by several years. His will in- 
creased the foundation money 
as did state and federal grants. 

Louise Obici Memorial Hospital opened in September of 
1951. The magazine Virginia and the Virginia County de- 
scribed the new hospital, which was under construction, in the 
September 1950 issue. 

“With four stories and a basement, it will be red brick with 
limestone trim, completely fireproof and modern in every 
detail. It will at first contain 120 beds and 23 bassinets; and has 
base facilities for enlarging to 150 beds. Its plot contains 25 
acres.” 

The grounds, planned by the great Virginia landscape 
designer, Charles Gillette, were indeed handsome. Over the 
years parking lots and a medical office building were added. 
They obscured the beauty of the plan, once a sweeping lawn 
and beautiful trees that were just coming into their own when 
this writer came to Suffolk in 1969. 

Mr. Obici carefully chose the initial officers and directors. 
Some of them worked with him and for him. They were all 
highly regarded in the community. M. A. Cross was named 
president. He was a prominent businessman who lived at 112 
Bosley Avenue in sight of the Lakeview Hospital. L. H. 
Cathey, vice-president, owned the Coca-Cola bottling works 
here. H. J. Petit, Jr., was secretary-treasurer for the hospital 
and assistant secretary-treasurer of Planters. William Birdsong 
was trained as a lawyer but worked in the family peanut 
business. J. C. Causey, Jr. was a civil engineer and city 
manager. V. G. Eberwine was former president of the League 
of Virginia Counties and chairman of the Nansemond County 
Board of Supervisors. M. J. English was vice-president then 
later president of Planters. F. Whitley Godwin was a promi- 
nent Suffolk businessman from an old Nansemond County 
family. 

Gibson Howell was the first administrator. He was hired in 
1950 and served for 32 years. Robert Everett was his succes- 
sor, serving 1982-1987. William C. Giermak, who has held the 
post since 1988, followed him. 















Magazine, September 1950 


Architect’s drawing from Virginia and the Virginia County 





































According to Betty Bailey Brinkis 7 


who started her first year at tie 
Obici School of Nursine® 
1952, Miss Commetiaa 

Friend was im 


Quonset hutatthe 
hospital site re 
cruiting slits = 
_ andnursing sa 
dents as the has- 
pital was bet = 
y built. The nus 
ath. ing school opened 
== right away with } 
_ Friend in charge of Nur 
ing Education and Nursing Se= 
vices. The first students trams 
ferred from Lakeview 
DePaul Hospitals. There wa 
a handsome building ths 
would service as residence and classroom for the nursims 
students. Mrs. Floatie Rodgers was the first housemother 
Once the students graduated most of them worked at Obas 
from the first class in 1952 on, assuring a supply of qualits 
nurses. The last Louise Obici School of Nursing students 
graduate this coming May. 

The original Obici Hospital was enlarged and chang = 
several times through the years. The board finally determiz 
a new building was needed. The second Louise Obici Mex 
rial Hospital opened in April of 2002. 

When Mr. Obici died in 1947, his remains like those of 
Obici some years before, were placed in the I. O. Hall 
mausoleum at Cedar Hill Cemetery. Jack Petit, whose father 
worked for Mr. Obici, was asked 
to be in charge of the Boy Scouts 
who directed traffic for Mr. 
Obici’s funeral. He still marvels 
at the huge number of people 
who attended including the Gov- 
ernor, William Mumford Tuck. 

As the first Obici Hospital 
was being completed, Mr. and 
Mrs. Obici’s remains were 
placed in the lobby wall behind 
their portraits. After the comple- 
tion in 2002 of the new hospital 
on Rte. 10, their remains were 
moved again, this time to a wall 
overlooking amemorial garden. 
The little Italian left a large foot- 
print in Suffolk with his tribute to 
his wife, his gift to the people of 
Suffolk. 


Thanks to Mary Herndon, Jack Petit, 
Betty Brinkley and Ruth Saunders 
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At the Norfolk and Westerm 
station c.1930 L to R: Mr 
Morgan; Mario Peruzzi, 
director of Sales & 
marketing at Planter’s; 
Amedeo Obici, President of 
Planter’s; Mr. Driscoll, 
director of The San 
Franciso factory. 


ae The Staff of 


a fee eee )~—OCODrr- E. M. Bab 
- = — eee eee SF SCOtC«CODTr.. cog H. Baarett 
Dr. R. H. Bland 
Dr. M. M. Bray 
Dr. W.Holmes Chapman 
Dr. C. M. Colden 
Dr J.-P: €ross 
Dr. C. H. Dawson 
Dr. H. M. Diggs 
Dr. William N. Eddy 
Dr. Roland Ellison 
Dr. William T. Gay 
Dr. Walter G. Gobbel 
Dr. T. A. Graham 
Dr. James M. Habel 
Dr. William M. Hoffler 








Obici Hospital Board of Directors, 1952 
Standing left to right: Mr. Wm. Birdsong, Mr. James C. Causey, 


Mr. Whitney Godwin, Mr. Vernon Eberwine, Mr. Michael English. Dr. B. L. Holladay 
Seated: Mr. Lewis H. Cathey, Mr. Marion A. Cross, Mr. Harry J. Dr. Reginald Holland 
Pettit. Dr. Edward C. Joyner 
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Miss Cornelia P. Friend 
=) 2S SS ees Director of Nurses 

Obici Hospital Officers of the Staff, 1952 Obici Hospital 

Standing: Dr. John Norfleet, Dr. W. T. Gay, Dr. Ivan Steele, Dr. 1951 

Edward Joyner, Dr. W. Holmes Chapman. Seated: Dr. Beverly 

Holladay, Dr. J. Richardson Joyner, Dr. James Habel. 


ONE OF OUR OWN 


A doctor friend suggested the discussion of doctors and medicine in Suffolk would be incomplete without 
mention of Dr. L. D. Britt, an outstanding member of the medical profession who is a native of Suffolk. 
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Dr. L. D. Britt, a native of Suffolk, Virginia was the valedictorian of Booker T. 
Washington High School. He received a BA degree (With Distinction) from the University 
of Virginia and was a member of the coveted Raven Society. A graduate of Harvard 
Medical School and Harvard School of Public Health, he has had extensive surgical and 
critical care training. 

Dr. Britt is the Brickhouse Professor and Chairman of the Department of Surgery at 
Eastern Virginia Medical School. He is the author of numerous scientific publications. In 
addition to being a reviewer for several journals, including the New England Journal of 
Medicine, he serves on the editorial boards of the Annals of Surgery, the Journal of Trauma, 
and Current Surgery. Dr. Britt, a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, is the recipient of the 
nation’s highest teaching award in medicine - the Robert J. Glaser Distinguished Teaching 
Award, which is given by the AAMC in conjunction with AOA. He is amember of the Board 
of Regents of the American College of Surgeons. 

President George W. Bush recognized Dr. Britt’s leadership role in medicine and 
nominated him to the Board of Regents of the Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences. The United States Senate confirmed this nomination in August. Also, at the most 
recent AAST (American Association for the Surgery of Trauma) meeting, Dr. Britt was 
elected Vice-President of the organization. 


Louise Obici Memorial Hospital 1952 


Dr. G. Richardson Joyner 
Dr. Kasper Kaufman 
Dr. Lloyd C. March 
Dr. W. J. Norfleet 
Dr. Frank L. Overton 
Dr. J. A. Payne 

Dr. M. T. Plyler, Jr. 
Dr. Charles H. Rawls 
Dr. David L. Rawls 
Dr. J. E. Rawls, Jr. 
Dr. L. H. Rawls, Jr. 
Dr. Margaret Reid 
Dr. W. H. Rogers 

Dr. W. A. Seawell 

Dr. Charles W. Steel 
Dr. Ivan Steele 

Dr. Hugh Warren 

Dr. O. R. Yates 





Dr. W. Holmes Chapman, 
1911-1999, was the first 
internist in Suffolk. Lakeview 
Clinic has recently named 
their Department of Internal 
Medicine 


Some Twentieth 
Century Doctors in 
Nansemond 


County 


Chuckatuck:--Dr. L. L: 
Eley, Dr. Philip Thomas 

Driver - Dr. William T. 
Jordan 

Holland - Dr. Job Hol- 
land, Dr. William T. Hol- 
land, Jr., Dr. Gilmer Hol- 
land, Dr. Clem Crossland 

Whaleyville - Dr. Henry 
Hunter, Dr. Marion T. 
Plyler, Jr., , Dr. McCray 
Jones 





POSTSCRIPT ON OUR 
RIVERVIEWISSUE: 


The Laurel Cliff Clubhouse did not burn. It was torn 
down in the mid 1950’s and the dam was started around 1959. 
Thanks to Tom Brothers 

¢ — Fillmore Norfleet’s Suffolk in Virginia indicates that 
the area now known as Riverview was Jeremiah Godwin’s 
137-acre plantation known as “Athens” in 1817. The same 
land belonged to Josiah Riddick, Jr., in 1818 - 1849 and was 
called “: Waterloo”. By 1877 it was the B. B. Dumville Farm. 






This picture of Margaret Taylor (Barlow) was taken at the 
intersection of Western Avenue and Broad Street looking north 
about 1940. The Taylor home is in the background. Now it is the 
second house from the corner. Constance Road (Constant’s Road, 

in actuality) was not constructed at this point. Note the highway 
markers showing the way to routes 58 and 460 as well as to the 
James River Bridge System. 

Picture courtesy Joe and Lynn Barlow 


CAN YOU HELP? 


The Nansemond River Garden Club has recently em- 
barked ona major project ofrejuvenation and beautification of 
the old Cedar Hill Cemetery in downtown Suffolk, Virginia. 
Brochures for walking tours will be available which will 
include the history of the cemetery. 

In order to prepare an historical account of this cemetery, 
we are seeking information about it. We are seeking informa- 
tion about the people buried there and stories of past events. 
Any information would be greatly appreciated! 

Please contact by e-mail: 

Sara Ann Johnson Nat44i@aol.com 
Kathy Rawls kadarawls@aol.com 
Elizabeth Smith smith2suf@aol.com 

Sara Ann Johnson 

603 North Broad Street 

Suffolk, VA 23434 

Carroll Frohman: 539-7607 

June March: 539-5564 


By mail: 


By phone: 


FROM OUR MAILBAG 


John Garrett, born 1615 at St. Vast Parish. Loman 
England arrived in Virginia during 1635, indentured to Jom ~ 
Dunston of James City Co., VA. Upon completion of his iaa— 
year indenture John Garrett sailed back to England and om Eas 
return brought two brothers, Thomas and William. 

John married a Miss Dunsten. Their first son was bom = 
1640. That same year he was granted 150 acres m New 
Norfolk Co., VA and on 22 May 1642, John Garrett was 
granted an additional 400 acres joining his original patent. Tia | 
new patent bordered on “Indian Creek, a branch of 
western branch of Nansemond River.” As best I can fig 
Indian Creek is located within Lake Prince near Suffolk. 

John, probably with help from his brothers, constructed = 
mill on Indian Creek and worked at the mill for the next DS 
years until his death about 1670. When John died his estas 
escheated to the colony. It is probable he did not have a wal 

On 6 April 1671, Johns Mill and 400 acres was granted & 
Edward Isan and renamed Isans Mill. On 6 June 1671 — 
Thomas Garrett was issued a patent for 150 acres of escheated 
land, but not John’s original 150 acres. 

I feel confident Thomas, not being aware of laws relating 
to land patents, must have felt cheated. Such practices By 
Gov. William Berkleys Government probably led in part te 
Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676. Past Governor Richard Bennett's 
will of 15 March 1674; proved 3 August 1676 provided 2000 
lbs. of tobacco for Thomas Garrett. Bennett was said to have 
sympathies for Bacon’s cause. 

During 1675, Thomas Garrettrelocated to Catherine Creek, 
now the border between Chowan and Gates Co., NC. Tho- 
mas died about 1719, having been named to the General 
Assembly of NC. 

One of John Garrett’s sons, John Jr., returned to England. 
There he died in 1706. John had at least one other son; James 
Garrett, who married a Miss Bryan, probably of the John 
Bryan Family whose land, joined John Garrett’s land, starting 

1652. 

James and his bride moved south to Chowan Co. and then 
to Pasquotank Co., NC. I am a descendant of James Garrett. 

Herbert V. Garrett, Sr. 

1615 W. Varner Road 

Hixson, TN 37343 


HVGARETSR@aol.com 


























| 
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From Lake Prince Center 
Does anyone know how the lake came to be called Lake 
Prince? Call 923-4750 or write to us at P.O. Box 1255, 
Suffolk, VA 23439, or e-mail snhs@exis.net 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Train Station just won the BEST OF SUFFOLK, FRANKLIN & SMITHFIELD as best tourist attraction for 2003. 
Great Fork Baptist Church celebrated their 170" Anniversary on May 18, 2003. The church was founded in May 3, 1833 in the 


Whaleyville community. 


Also, First Baptist Church recently celebrated their 175" Anniversary in September 2002. The church was founded in 1827. 
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Louise Obici Pictures from The Lamp, 1952 Obici School of Nursing Yearbook 


Have you visited the train station lately? Stop by the newly expanded gift shop and see our new merchandise. We 
have a wide selection of gift items perfect for any occasion. We also will be happy to accommodate members who 


reside outside of Suffolk. Contact us by phone, e-mail, or letter. We can ship directly to your address. 


Here is sampling of our merchandise: 
° Attractive Note cards from the VA Historical Society - 8 pcs each, fr 10.40 (including tax) 
The Virginia House - from original watercolors by Eleanor Cox 
Civil War scenes in Virginia - from original watercolors by Robert Sneden 
Virginia in Song - based on sheet music covers from late 19" and early 20% century 
Scenes from Lora Robins Collection of VA Art - Natural Bridge and others 
° New! Beautiful full color reproduction of Civil War Lithograph completed during the Union occupation of 
Suffolk - 20” x 14.5”, $ 19.80 (including tax) in the station, $ 25.00 shipped 
° Don’t miss the popular historical publication of Suffolk and Nansemond County by Suffolk native 
Frances Watson Clark, 127 pages, $ 20.89 (including tax) in the station, $ 25.89 shipped. 
- 1907 Birds Eye View of Suffolk poster $ 10.45 (including tax) in the station, $ 15.45 shipped. 
° Storm Over Suffolk by Kermit Hobbs for SNHS and The Quiet Regiment by SNHS. Interesting publications on the turmoil of 
war and on the residents of Suffolk and Nansemond Co. that were left behind during the Civil War, 42 pages each, $ 8.36 
(including tax) in the station, $ 10.86 shipped. 


° Wide variety of books - Railroads, Civil War, Dismal Swamp, Historical Publications Children’s Books, Cookbooks 


© Delicious Plantation Peanuts 
22 oz salted, $ 9.67 (including tax), $ 12.17 shipped 
12 oz salted, or honey roasted, $ 4.96 (including tax) $ 6.71 shipped See i | 
22 0z chocolate covered $ 10.19 (including tax), $12.69 shipped | en a ey 
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° Unique Accessories and Gifts 
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° Quills, Coffee Mugs, Glassware, Shirts 


* Children’s Toys and Gifts 326 North Main Street 
Suffolk, VA 23434 
Phone (757) 923-4750 Fax: (757) 923-4751 


snhs @exis.net 
We accept Checks - please make it payable to SNHS 


Hours: Wed - Sat 10:00 - 4:00, Sun 1:00 - 4:00 
The Historic Seaboard Station and Railroad Museum is owned and operated by 
The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. 
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2003 Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society Members 


BENEFACTOR 
Elmon T. Gray 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Woodward, Jr. 


SPONSOR 

Jim and Dana Adams 

George & Linda Consolvo 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Webb, Sr. 


PATRON 

George & Charnell Blair 
James M. Blair 

F. Prince Butler 

Phyllis & George Cornell 
Lisa and Harry Cross 

Mr. & Mrs. S. Chris Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Leggett 
M. Anderson Maxey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phil McPhail 
Alice H. O’Connor 
Rebecca Reid Smiley 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Spain, Jr. 


FRIEND 

ADS Management Group 

Robert N. Baker, III 

Joseph H., Sr. and Lynn Barlow 
Dr. and Mrs. George Barnett 

Mrs. Floyd R. Benton, Jr. 

Cabell & Mary Jane Birdsong 

Mr. and Mrs. George Y. Birdsong 
Mr. and Mrs. McLemore Birdsong, Jr. 
Art and Beverly Bredemeyer 
Allyn & Kris Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bush 

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Butler 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Byrd 

Jim & Sally Caton 

Jack and Barbara Chapman 

Becky Elmore Clement & Joe Clement 
Parker Cross 

Mr. and Mrs. Austin T. Darden, Jr. 
Margaret and Ashby Dashiell 
Evelyn P. Daughtrey 

E. Dana Dickens 

Driver Contractors, Inc. 

Allen & Ellen Faircloth 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry B. Frazier, III 
Don and Kay Goldberg 

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Gordon 
Laura Pinner Graham 

Les & Wanda Hall 

Bert and Anne Henderson 

Steve & Sally Herbert 


Dr. and Mrs. William H. Higinbotham, Jr. 


Tom F. and Martha C. Hofler 
Beau and Susan Holland 

Mary C. Hoppe 

Patricia Howell 

Virginia Hayes Hunter 

Elsie W. Jordan 

Dr. Mark Kerner 

Howard E. Kerpelman 

Betty Ann Kyle 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Maust 
Charlotte Andrews McCutcheon 
Mr. And Mrs. David G. Monette 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle 

The Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Newsom, Jr. 
Tommy and Cheryl O’Connor 
Betty and Henry Odom 

Deme & Monica Panagopulos 
Sharon and Julien Picot 


Charles B. Pond, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Pond, Jr. 
Elizabeth V. Porter 

Ann Story Powell 

Peter and Phyllis Pruden 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Pruden, III 
Frances Stallings Ramsey 

Larry & Mary Anne Riddick 
Dixon and Carleen Rollins 
Mack and Ruth Saunders 
Martha and Curtis Saunders 
Clyde G. Simmons 

Dick & Beth Trimble 

Mr. & Mrs. David C. VonRump 
Doris Godbey Wallace 

Chip and Nancy Wilkinson 
Mr.and Mrs. Euell R. Williams 
Burwell and Alvis Winslow 

N. Polk Woolford 


CONTRIBUTING 

Bob and Fran Alwood 

Jinks and Kirk Babey 

Bill and Annette Bailey 
Charles and Unity Bailey 

Mrs. Yancey B. Birdsong 
William and Sarah Blair 
Sandy Eure Blowe 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert I. Bosman 
James & Becky Bradshaw 
John and Vera Bright 

Mr. And Mrs. David L. Brinkley 
Mary Burton 

George S. and Susan B. Callis 
Byron and Jean Carmean 

Dr. and Mrs. George J. Carroll 
Lucy Tucker Cartwright 

John and Anne Council 
Michael & Kenda Council 
Jean R. Cross 

Carol Turner Daniels 

Elaine L. Davis 

Nancy A. Demsey 

John and Deidre Dickens 
Linda Drummond 

Bill and Hunter Duggan 

Lydia Duke-Hevener 

Herman Ervin 

Richard and Eleanor Evans 
Dr. and Mrs. William Fulgham 
Pat Asbell Gervan 

Ann and Dutch Greene 

Ed and Karen Grogan 

Conrad & Marie Haas 

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harrell 
Sherwood and Faye Harrell 
Charlie and Donna Henderson 
Angus I. Hines, Jr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kermit O. Hobbs, Jr. 


Mrs. O. K. Hobbs, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Howell, Jr. 


~ Glenn & Karen Hughes 


Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Jaffe 
William Wellington Jones 
Alan Jubenville 

Michael and Barbara Kayes 
Kermit and Frances Kelley 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward King 
Mrs. Virginia F. Laine 
Grace and Jack Leach 
Edward T. Lemmon, Jr. 
Drs. David & Beth Levin 
Mary E. Martin 
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Mr. and Mrs. George A. Morrison 
Henry C. Murden 

Fan G. Panton 

Robert and Joyce Parker 

Paige Weiss and Marcus Pillard 
Eleanor G. Poole 

Bill and Roberta Powell 

Pretlow & Pretlow, P.C. 

& Joshua Pretlow 

Betty C. Pretlow 

Barbara Rayburn 

Charles and Lynn Rose 

Anne B. Rountree 

Mrs. Blanche E. Rountree 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Edward Russell, Jr 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas Russell 
Whitney Saunders 

Edward and Peggy Simmer 

Pat Holladay Smith 

Tony and Elizabeth Smith 

Bennie & Bonnie Speight 

Sid and Janice Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Tonkin, Jr. 
Andy Tubbs 

Anna Goode Turner 

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Verdirame 
Thad and Nancy Williams 

Dr. and Mrs. Morgan C. Wilson, Jr. 
Forrest S. and Jane B. Wommack 
Mr. And Mrs. Richard E. H. Wentz 


SUPPORTING 

Charles M. & Ann Abernathy 
Gene & Brenda Arthur 

Steve and Jan Augustine 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael Babb 
Jane and Harold Barrett 

Mr. and Mrs. George P. Barrow 
Angel Bialobrzewski 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Birdsong 
W.C. and Dianne Boone 

Bill Brantley 

Mrs. Pretlow Brinkley 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brothers 
Sandra & Bill Bunting 

Laurie Burnham 

Sue P. Burton 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Carter, Jr. 
Ravis M. Carter 

W. Randolph Carter, Jr. 

& Luci St. Clair-Carter 

Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Case, Jr. 
Mr. And Mrs. Forrest H. Cathey 
Sue Hundley Chandler 

Frances L. Chorey 

W. M. Cones 

William C. Copeland 

Virginia Blair Cox 

Ella A. Cross 

Sue H. Davis 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert D’Haem 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Paul Dolan, Jr. 
C. Fred Duke 

W. Robert Eason 

J. R. Ellison, III 

Anne P. Everett 

Fred Ferrara 

Mrs. Virginia E. Fisher 
Donald Fowler 

Edwin A. Friend, Jr. 

Carroll Godwin Frohman 
Susan T. Garrett 

Martha Beck George 



















G. Gordon 
. and Mrs. James M. Habel, III 
Constance Reid Happel 
‘Linda Howerton Harper 
Edward R. and Donna C. Harrell 
Mrs. Maurice Herndon 
Barbara Balance Hill 
G. S. Hobbs, Jr. 
John Holladay 
John Holladay 
Sandra LoCascio Hollowell 
Mr. and Mrs. F. N. Howe, Jr. 
Rodney and Linda James 
Charles & Paulette Johnson 
Stephen M. Jones 
h Imogen M. Klein 

Joe and Cindy Manno 

Clyde V. March 


| 
: June & Lloyd March 
Mrs. Mason March 
Norman Matthews 
James L. McLemore, III 
Henry T. and Ruth Miller 
Durrell V. Mills 
James A. Moore 
Irma R. Mottley 
Nansemond Tractor, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Nelms 
Mr. & Mrs. John Nemish 
Giles L. Newsome 
Donald O. Norrison 
Betsy T. O’Connor 
H. Hunter Odom, Jr. 
‘ Mary V. Odom 
, Dorothy M. Parker 
be Jim & Nancy Parker 
_ Lynnette and Richard Parr 
Irene A. Pinner 
Chery] A. Pisani 
Ridge and Delane Porter 
Mrs. Melvin B. Poulson 
I Mrs. Charles C. Powell 
E Mr. & Mrs. Todd Allen Pruitt 
George Ramsey 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Ramsey, III 
Rick and Susan Rawls 
Susan H. Reed 
Willie E. Roberts, Jr. 
| Iris and Larry Ruden 
E W. Richard Savage, III 
3 Mrs. William Savage 
Edith Seiling 
Holmes and Lena Small 
Audrey P. Smith 
Pat Snyder 


Tw 


wr 


We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the following for their support. 


2003 Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society Members 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert A Spivey 
Catherine B. Taylor 

George L. Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Taylor 

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Thanes 
Robert and Leila Tompert 
Charles and Helen Tucker 

Perry E. “Pat” Turner, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Turner, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Carrol Umphlette 
Edward F. Unser 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Darden Ward 
Thomas and Effie Warrington 
Nita Watterson 

James H. Wesson, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. West 

Hazel B. White 

Laurabeth J. Youens 

Christine B. and Hubert H. Young, Jr. 
Jane Gatling 

Mr. And Mrs. Arthur L. Latimer, III 
Mr. And Mrs. Murray Mansfield 
Anne Parker White 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Anne Banister 
Ryan Branham 
Lauren Brown 
Robert Campbell 
Amanda Doherty 
Meg Eason 

Megan Forbes 
Meredith Gersbach 
Rob Harry 

Adam Henderson 
Peggy Hotchkiss 
Jason Houdek 
Jennifer Huband 
Amanda Jones 
Megan Jones 
Eleanor Kirk 
Meredith Law 
Sarah McLemore 
Catherine Panagopulos 
Maria Panagopulos 
Anna Park 

Judith Payne 
Charles Persons 
Ellis Pretlow 
Ashlee Robb 
Cynthia Shepheard 
Hannah Trostle 
Ashley Winslow 
Amanda Wright 


CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 


CONTRIBUTING 
The Blair Bros., Inc 
J. Walter Hosier & Son 
O’Connor & Co., Inc 
Suntrust Bank 
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continued 








MEMORIES OF CANDLELIGHT TOUR 2002 


Thanks to everyone who participated in the tour but especially to homeowners. 
Co-Chairmen Kaye Goldberg and Nancy Webb 
Sponsor: Nansemond Insurance 
Mrs. and Mrs. Charles Birdsong Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Brothers 
Dr.and Mrs. Robert D’Haem Mrs. Charles Powell 


P.S. Cookie bakers, thanks for your help. Some of your containers with no identification 
remain at the train station. 





The library at Riddick’s Folly Ashley Robb and Ellis Pretlow 

decked out. from the Student Historical Society 
wait to serve guests at the train 
station. 





Answers to quiz on page 9: 

!, Don Howell 

2, Bill Boyette & Elmore Saunders 
3. Dick Joyner 

4. Dick White and Art Jones 

5, Melvin Poulson and Raymond 
Little 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY 





SUFFOLK NANSEMOND 


P, ©, Box 1255 
suffolk, Virginia 23439-1255 
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